other speed. This mark, as well as the Aldine name,
won a contemporary fame which has never lessened
during later centuries. There Is no name connected
with printing which is to-day as widely known as
that of Aldus. He has been, fittingly, the model
chosen most frequently by publishers as their ideal,
and for many decades there has been a succession
of bookmakers whose especial claim to distinction
is that each announces himself as a "Disciple of
Aldus." The Aldine mark is equally the best known
printer's device; unnumbered successors in the in-
dustry have copied it directly or with modifications
as the mark which is associated in widespread popu-
lar estimation with good books well printed.

The Italian classics, beginning with a Petrarch in
July, 1501, took their place alongside the Latin in
the octavo format. Dante followed a year later, in
August, the second book to carry the anchor and
dolphin, Greek books continued to take about half
the time of the press, for the most part in larger
sizes, but a Sophocles in octavo appeared the same
month as the Dante, and a Homer in two small
volumes was finished late in 1504,

For nearly three years the little volumes were
published at the rate of about one a month. Then the
French troops entered Italy again, and the printers
did little mone than complete the works already in
hand. From December of 1506 until December of
1507, and again from April, 1509, to October, 1512,